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Abstract

Title: The Impact of Continually Changing New Conditions on Formal Religious
Opinions (FATWA)

Researcher: Safaa Khader Ayyad

The most important objectives of this study are: presenting the importance of new
religious opinions, its dangers, the great reward of those who make it, and proving the
sober-mindedness and validity of the new religious opinions that are based on Islamic
legal rules and controllers.
This study also aims at showing the wide sphere of flexibility that characterizes the
Islamic Sharia regarding the Islamic rules pertaining to different aspects of modern life.
It also aspires to explain the approaches of new opinions in the Islamic Sharia to
respond to the ever changing conditions. This study explains the controllers of new
religious opinions and shows the attitude of Islamic Sharia against the devious religious
opinions that deviate from the legal Islamic approach of making new religious opinions.
The researcher used the applied inductive methodology in discussing the topics of the
impact of continually changing new conditions on formal religious opinions.
The study consists of three chapters and a conclusion and recommendations. The first
chapter discusses the concept of Fatwa, its lawfulness and dangers. The second chapter
discusses the approaches and controllers of Fatwa. It further explains the approaches of
Muslim scholars of Fatwa, and then presents the scientific and sound approach of it.
Later, the chapter explains the controllers of Fatwa for contemporary issues of
Jurisprudence and the philosophy of progressive renewal of Fatwa.
The third chapter shows applications for the two states of Fatwa which are stability and
change. It first discusses the state of stability despite the ever changing conditions in
modern times then illustrates the state of change to respond to modern changes.
The study has a number of findings, the most important of which are:
1. Fatwa has great dangers and any negligence in fatwa making may incur the
discontent of Allah and His punishment.
2. Muslim scholars have three approaches to handle the questions of jurisprudence:
the strict approach that adheres to meaning of the religious text without

deviation, the middle approach which handles the new questions
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comprehensively taking into account the conditions and shows understanding to

the change of time, place and individuals related to the new question. The third
approach is the forbearing approach that simplifies the religious questions and
its opinions deviate from the right path because of personal or authoritative
interests.

3. The Muslim scholar that intends makes Fatwa requires to follow a sound
approach that starts with figuring out the question then modifying it accurately
then finding the accurate religious judgment through searching for evidences
from the holy Quran and the prophetic traditions and the Muslim scholars’
consensus. Once he failed to find such evidences, he may refer to the opinions
of the prophet’s companions and followers or well-known Muslim scholars. If
he couldn’t find, he needs to look for the sources of current fatwa institutions
like the Islamic World League. If there are no opinions pertaining to the
question he studies in all the above source, he should refrain from making a
personal opinion.

4. There are a number of controllers that have to be observed while making Fatwa
which are: taking into account the life changes, getting away from rigidity, pure
intellectuality and literalism, working in harmony with fair balance
jurisprudence, pay attention to the necessities of modern times and finally
making it easy for people.

5. The flexibility of Islamic Sharia makes it suitable for all times and places to
control the life of people.

6. The scholar who makes Fatwa has no right to be rigid and adhere to the old
religious opinions. He has to cope with the development in modern life issues.

7. When we contemplate about the reasons of change in Fatwa, we realize the

greatness of Allah and His justice as well as the greatness of His laws.
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